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"Passenger rights, cabotage on road services, rail market opening and future of transport on the agenda of the EPTO annual dinner with Vice-President Antonio Tajani".

During its annual dinner meeting 17 March EPTO CEOs hosted the Vice-president of the commission, Antonio Tajani. 

The president of EPTO Michel Quidort: ´The private passenger transport operators are ready to contribute actively to the Future of Transport Discussion. We will push for a future sustainable and reasonable EU framework heading for further liberalisation. 

Today’s challenges are very important and need urgent action, such as the current proposal on bus and coach passenger rights, the liberalisation of cabotage and further rail market liberalisation.´ 

EPTO greeted the open reply of Vice-President Tajani that the commission supports ´private companies because they play a vital role in Europe and in Europe's future´.  

Discussions arose on the proposal of Coach and bus passenger rights as the proposal has not taken into account the specific needs of local and regional public passenger transport and imposes avoidable but significant legal, financial and operational burdens on local bus services.

On cabotage EPTO believes that international coach lines should be opened to cabotage inside Member States - in a similar way as it has been adopted for railways in the 3rd Railway Package.

Further rail liberalisation is important and needs special attention. Our concern is the impact of the Regulation 2007/1370 on Public Service Requirements on contracted regional rail services and conflicting national legislation in some countries. Furthermore it seems important to discuss the recast of the first railway package as this should happen with special attention to the specific needs of different rail transport modes – freight and passenger services - and their different needs.

Profile

EPTO was set up in Brussels end of 2006 to represent the interests of the new independent and private passenger transport operators, the members being the ten largest public transport companies in Europe. Today the EPTO members operate a fleet of nearly 75.000 vehicles, employ nearly 230,000 people and carry 10.6 billion passengers every year. They provide an extensive range of services including buses, trains, commuter coaches, taxis, water buses and fully accessible demand responsive vehicles.

Members of EPTO operate public transport services in many European countries: Belgium, Czech Republic, Denmark, France, Germany, Ireland, Italy, The Netherlands, Poland, Portugal, Spain, Sweden, and United Kingdom.  These services are provided across the spectrum of regulatory regimes from deregulation to competitive tendering. 
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